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Bike Rides and the Santa Clara County Special Events Ordinance 
 
 
As days get longer and warmer, thoughts turn to plans for spring bike rides.  Will the 
Santa Clara County Special Events Ordinance enacted in 2010 affect your plans?  Read 
on! 
 
Planning an event involves asking answering certain simple questions:  Who, What, 
Where, When, and How Many? 
 
Who:  If a permit is required, you’ll need to identify the event organization and contact. 
 
What:  The Special Events Ordinance covers group events other than bike rides, so in all 
communications be specific about the type of event.  You’ll also need to know details of 
the event that will be important in determining if a permit is needed.  Specifically, will 
participants follow the usual traffic regulations and controls?  Will any temporary road 
closures be used?  Will any facility such as a tent, canopy, or portable toilet be placed on 
the road? 
 
Where:  Santa Clara County’s Special Events Ordinance only applies to events on Santa 
Clara County roads  outside of city jurisdictional limits.  Rides that begin in a city and 
continue into County area must also comply with the ordinance, the same as a ride 
beginning in the County area.  Check a map of your route you are planning and confirm if 
the route will pass into the County area.  Rural rides will generally use County roadways. 
 
When:  Specific dates and times should be known as a part of your plan. 
 
How Many:   Events will be considered based on size, in general rides involving less 
than 500 people and rides involving 500 or more people.   
 
With the information above, a determination can be made if a Special Events 
Ordinance permit will be needed, as follows: 
 

• Permit is not required for a ride involving less than 500 people that: 
 

o Complies with normal and usual traffic regulations or controls; 
o Does not require temporary road closure;  AND 
o Does not include placement of a tent, canopy, temporary structure, or 

other facilities on or alongside the road. 
o For a ride of more than 50 and fewer than 500 people, ride organizers are 

requested and encouraged to provide at least 48 hours advance notice to 
the County, and may also issue a press release. 

 
• Permit is required for rides that either: 

 
o Involve 500 or more people; 
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o Do not comply with normal traffic regulations or controls; 
o Require temporary road closure;  OR 
o Involve the placement of a tent, canopy, temporary structure, or other 

facilities on or alongside the road. 
 
Where a permit is required the permit conditions will be tailored to match the nature of 
the event.  For example, if the bike race proposes to temporarily shut down a portion of a 
road, then event organizers will need to provide for a traffic control plan, notification to 
residents, and traffic control officers.  Permit fees will vary from $200 to actual County 
costs, depending on the event.   
 
If you have any questions about the process, you are encouraged to get more information 
from Jim Schramm, who can be reached at 408-573-2425.  Early contact is welcome and 
recommended to avoid any surprises late in the process.  To make the permit process 
easier and to provide an automatic notification, the County is developing a website page 
to allow most if not all of the process to be done electronically.  Visit 
www.countyroads.org after March 17, 2011 and give it a try. 
 
County of Santa Clara thanks you for your cooperation and courtesy, and wishes you safe 
and enjoyable biking experiences! 
 
 
 
 


