
 

Sunnyvale Community Meeting 
Council Chambers, 456 Olive Street, Sunnyvale 

Meeting Summary 

November 5, 2014 
Staff in attendance:  Dan Collen, County Roads Deputy Director  

Dawn Cameron, County Roads County Transportation Planner 
Masoud Akbarzadeh, County Roads County Traffic Engineer 
Janice Spuller, County Roads Transportation Planner 
Ivana Yeung, County Roads Transportation Planner 
 

Elected Officials in 
attendance: 

Jim Davis, Council Member, City of Sunnyvale 
Alex Shoor, County of Santa Clara, Supervisor Ken Yeager 

City staff in attendance: Manuel Pineda, Sunnyvale Public Works Director 
 

 

I. Welcome and Presentation 

Dawn Cameron, County Transportation Planner and Project Manager, started the meeting.  She 
introduced County Staff, Sunnyvale Council Member Jim Davis, Public Works Director Manuel Pineda, 
and Supervisor Ken Yeager Staff Alex Shoor.   

There were 20 attendees. Approximately 50% of the attendees participated in the Lawrence Expressway 
Grade Separation Project.    

Dawn reviewed a PowerPoint presentation including a brief background, concept plans specifically for 
Central and Lawrence Expressways, and proposed bicycle/pedestrian treatments.   

 



 

Dawn briefly explained the Lawrence Grade Separation Project is a special study that will feed into 
Expressway Plan 2040. Recently completed, it studied alternatives for a grade separation between 
Reed/Monroe, Kifer and Arques.  With the Expressway Plan 2040 study, it was noted that an alternative 
would be a complete grade separation from I-280 to US-101.   

The following questions were asked during the presentation: 

Question Comment/Answer 
Was there any consideration of the businesses 
regarding the Lawrence Grade Separation 
Project? Customers will not be able to see or 
access their business. 

Staff will look at businesses and parcels that might 
be affected during the design and development 
phase of the grade separation project.  It is very 
expensive to build- approximately $400-450 million 
dollars, so there is chance that parcels can change 
over time.   

Does the planned shopping center and 
apartments at the previous Extreme Networks 
site know about the Lawrence Grade 
Separation Project? 

The County, City of Santa Clara, and the developer 
discussed early on the project. The developer 
arranged and designed to provide the frontage, 
setbacks, and dedicated right of way for this 
improvement consistent with the Lawrence Grade 
Separation.  

What would it look like when building the 
Lawrence Grade Separation Project? 

Traffic and construction staging would need to be 
coordinated during the design phase.  It will last for 
3-5 years. Construction phases are very difficult. 

It is clear that the problems expected are from 
people driving cars.  If we are lucky, other 
modes get to piggy-back on the 
improvements. You plan for cars first, but can 
you plan for other modes? The problem is 
planning for cars, you’re just encouraging 
driving as the only option.  

The grade separation is an example that improves 
multiple modes- providing accommodations for 
bicycles and pedestrians and access to the Caltrain 
station.  
The cities decide the land uses and the County works 
to take in the cars for the community to function.  
There is a lot of growth anticipated for Sunnyvale 
and Santa Clara, which requires an increase amount 
of trips.  

 



 

 

 

Dawn directed the audience to the five stations that make up the room. 

1) Expressway System Maps 
2) Improvement concepts for Lawrence Expressway 
3) Improvement concepts for Central Expressway 
4) Bicycle/Pedestrian Displays 

Dawn directed the audience to review the stations and if they have comments to write them on a post it 
note and place them on the flip-chart paper adjacent to the station.  

The audience broke into the open house format. 

II. Open House Format  

See the compilation of comments for Central and Lawrence Expressways received at the following 
meetings: 

• November 13, 2014 Mountain View Senior Center, 266 Escuela Avenue, Mountain View 
• November 17, 2014, Cupertino Community Hall, 10350 Torre Avenue, Cupertino 
• December 8, 2014, City of Santa Clara Northside Library, 695 Moreland Way 
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