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URS Corporation 
One Montgomery Street, Suite 900 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

Attn: Khoi Le, Civil Group Manager 

Project: County of Santa Clara Expressway Plan 2040  

Date: 4/15/14 
 

ARBORIST REPORT 
 
Assignment 

 
Item 1: Tree Assessments 
  
Provide an assessment of all trees measuring 12 inches diameter and larger along both 
sides San Tomas Expressway between El Camino Real and Homestead Road, per the 
Engineer’s Tree Survey. 

1. Identify predominant species of trees, per the Engineer’s Tree Survey. 
2. Assess current aesthetic value of existing trees. 
3. Assess future value with PG&E topping due to utility lines requirements, etc. 
4. Identify issues associated with use of trees within the confined/limited ROW. 
5. Identify any obvious disease and/or problems. 
6. Assess compatibility use of trees with this site. 
7. Provide a letter format Arborist Report of findings. 

Background 
 
Approximately 280 trees were posted for removal along the San Tomas Expressway.  These 
trees are located in narrow landscape strips between the carpool curb lanes and 
soundwalls.  Several letters of opposition have been received, and County Staff has asked 
for this report. 
 

Observations 
 
On 4/9/14 I drove this segment of San Tomas Expressway several times and made voice 
memo notes, then parked and walked into the intersections to take photos from each of the 
intersections.  Various tree species were noted, plus structural condition and general health 
for each tree type. 
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Larger Trees 
 
West Side, El Camino to Benton 
 
The predominant and larger species are Aleppo pines (Pinus halepensis), Canary Island 
pines (Pinus canariensis), Monterey pines (Pinus radiata), Siberian elms (Ulmus pumila) 
and river red gum eucalyptus. 
 
West Side, Benton to Homestead 
 
The predominant and larger species are Aleppo pines, Canary Island pines, Monterey pines, 
Siberian elms, and Italian stone pines (Pinus pinea). 
 
East Side, South of Homestead 
 
The predominant and larger species are shamel ash, Aleppo pines, Fremont cottonwoods 
(Populus fremontii), Monterey pines, manna gum (Eucalyptus viminalis), Brazilian pepper 
(Schinus terebinthifolius), and Peruvian pepper (Schinus molle). 
 
East Side, Homestead to Benton 
 
The predominant and larger species are horsetail tree (Casuarina equisetifolia), shamel ash, 
Monterey pines, Canary Island pines, Aleppo pines, Siberian elms, Chinese elm (Ulmus 
parvifolia), coast redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens), and Northern California black walnut 
(Juglans hindsii). 
 
East Side, Benton to El Camino 
 
The predominant and larger species are Peruvian pepper, Canary Island pine, Aleppo pine, 
holly oak (Quercus ilex), Mexican fan palms (Washingtonia robusta), river red gum, and 
Italian stone pines. 
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Aesthetic Value 
 
Trees are inherently aesthetic in that they provide greenery that softens the appearance of 
City infrastructure.  Some of the trees along this stretch of San Tomas are tall and overarch 
the roadway to make the roadway much more attractive and appealing. 
 
From an Arborist perspective, however, aesthetics and attractiveness are not the primary or 
even secondary issue.  The primary issue is the risk trees pose to their surrounding targets.  
The secondary issue is tree health and sustainability.  The least important issues include 
aesthetics and attractiveness. 
 
This is a big disparity between the public perception of trees and the perception of an 
Arborist.  Arborists are responsible for identifying trees that are hazardous, and for keeping 
trees that are not hazardous healthy.  Then and only then can a tree responsibly provide 
aesthetic value. 
 
Tree Condition Issues 
 
Most of these species are large, particularly the pines, ash, elms, horsetail and eucalyptus 
trees.  The planting spaces either side of the road are too small for mature trees of these 
species, particularly since there are overhead high voltage utility lines present on both sides 
of the expressway. 
 
All of these trees have interfered with overhead utility lines, and because of the pruning 
done by PG&E, these trees are all badly disfigured.  Some of the trees have been topped 
and most of the others have been heavily side trimmed.  Topping destroys the natural 
growth pattern of a tree and leaves it open to decay with hazardous limbs developing over 
time.  Heavy side trimming has removed the back half or more of these trees leaving trunks 
that lean precariously over the roadway that are end-heavy and hazardous.  Some of these 
trees are partially uprooted and pose imminent hazards to passing cars. 
 
This type of heavy pruning has adversely affected tree health.  In addition, many of the 
Aleppo pines have many dead limbs caused by infections from western gall rust.  Some of 
the Monterey pines have dead limbs caused by pine pitch canker.  As a result, tree health is 
generally moderate to poor. 
 
When originally planted, these trees were placed at close distances without enough room for 
these species to mature, regardless of the overhead utility issue.  Because of crowding 
many of these trees are more asymmetric and more hazardous. 
 
Certain trees are still small enough to not require immediate removal such as the holly oaks 
and Mexican fan palms.  The holly oaks are beginning to be topped, and the palms will soon 
be too tall and need to be removed.  Each of these trees is likely to need to be removed in a 
few years.  Only a few trees are healthy, relatively safe and unaffected by utility pruning with 
one example being a horsetail tree near the corner of Homestead. 
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Site Issues 
 
Each side of the expressway has only a narrow strip of land available for trees.  This narrow 
strip is far less than what these species need.  Further, this strip is also sloped up and away 
from the roadbed.  This planting strip is too small for these types of trees, and the sloped 
land may be contributing to the uprooting of some of the highly asymmetric trees. 
 
The existing soundwall is to be replaced with a taller wall.  The process of removing the 
existing wall and replacing it would both require access and would result in root cutting of 
important structural roots.  The process of doing this type of construction alone would likely 
require that all the trees be removed. 
 

Conclusions 
 
Most of the larger trees present along this stretch of San Tomas Expressway are at a point 
of maturity where they can no longer be accommodated.  Many of these trees are crowded, 
badly pruned and hazardous.  The safety of the roadway is severely compromised due to 
the utility clearance pruning. 
 
The few remaining trees that could continue to be cultivated based on their size are not 
long-term, are poor choices and are scattered.  Although these trees may theoretically be 
salvageable, the overall site will benefit by master planning and new plantings that fit an 
overall design. 
 
Large species of trees are not compatible with this site.  Any new vegetation should include 
vines, shrubs, ground covers and some smaller species of trees in select areas.  These 
narrow strips of land are not adequate to sustainably or safely grow larger tree species. 
 
Only through the removal of all the trees will master planning be possible with infrastructure 
changes and changes in use. 
 

Recommendations 
 
I recommend that all the trees along this section of San Tomas Expressway be removed.   
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Assumptions and Limiting Conditions 
 
1. Any legal description provided to the consultant is assumed to be correct.  Title and ownership of all 

property considered are assumed to be good and marketable.  No responsibility is assumed for 
matters legal in character.  Any and all property is appraised or evaluated as though free and clear, 
under responsible ownership and competent management. 

2. It is assumed that any property is not in violation of any applicable codes, ordinances, statutes or 
other governmental regulations. 

3. Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources.  All data has been verified insofar 
as possible.  The consultant can neither guarantee nor be responsible for the accuracy of information 
provided by others. 

4. Various diagrams, sketches and photographs in this report are intended as visual aids and are not to 
scale, unless specifically stated as such on the drawing.  These communication tools in no way 
substitute for nor should be construed as surveys, architectural or engineering drawings. 

5. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report. 

6. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any purpose 
by any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior written or verbal consent of 
the consultant. 

7. This report is confidential and to be distributed only to the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  
Any or all of the contents of this report may be conveyed to another party only with the express prior 
written or verbal consent of the consultant.  Such limitations apply to the original report, a copy, 
facsimile, scanned image or digital version thereof. 

8. This report represents the opinion of the consultant.  In no way is the consultant’s fee contingent upon 
a stipulated result, the occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported. 

9. The consultant shall not be required to give testimony or to attend court by reason of this report 
unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an additional fee for 
such services as described in the fee schedule, an agreement or a contract. 

10. Information contained in this report reflects observations made only to those items described and only 
reflects the condition of those items at the time of the site visit.  Furthermore, the inspection is limited 
to visual examination of items and elements at the site, unless expressly stated otherwise.  There is 
no expressed or implied warranty or guarantee that problems or deficiencies of the plants or property 
inspected may not arise in the future. 

Disclosure Statement 
 
Arborists are tree specialists who use their education, knowledge, training, and experience to examine 
trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and attempt to reduce the risk of 
living near trees.  Clients may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations of the arborist, or to 
seek additional advice.  
 
Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a tree.  Trees 
are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand.  Conditions are often hidden within trees 
and below ground.  Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under all circumstances, 
or for a specified period of time.  Likewise, remedial treatments, like any medicine, cannot be guaranteed.  
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Treatment, pruning, and removal of trees may involve considerations beyond the scope of the arborist’s 
services such as property boundaries, property ownership, site lines, disputes between neighbors, and 
other issues.  An arborist cannot take such considerations into account unless complete and accurate 
information is disclosed to the arborist.  An arborist should then be expected to reasonably rely upon the 
completeness and accuracy of the information provided.  
 
Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled.  To live near trees is to accept some degree of 
risk.  The only way to eliminate all risk associated with trees is to eliminate the trees. 
 
Certification of Performance 
 
I, Roy C. Leggitt, III, Certify: 
 
• That we have inspected the trees and/or property evaluated in this report.  We have stated findings 

accurately, insofar as the limitations of the Assignment and within the extent and context identified by 
this report; 

• That we have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or any real estate that is the subject 
of this report, and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved; 

• That the analysis, opinions and conclusions stated herein are original and are based on current 
scientific procedures and facts and according to commonly accepted arboricultural practices; 

• That no significant professional assistance was provided, except as indicated by the inclusion of 
another professional report within this report; 

• That compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that favors the 
cause of the client or any other party. 

I am a member in good standing of the American Society of Consulting Arborists and a member and 
Certified Arborist with the International Society of Arboriculture. 

I have attained professional training in all areas of knowledge asserted through this report by completion 
of a Bachelor of Science degree in Plant Science, by routinely attending pertinent professional 
conferences and by reading current research from professional journals, books and other media. 

I have rendered professional services in a full time capacity in the field of horticulture and arboriculture for 
more than 25 years. 

   Signed:    
 

 Date:  4/15/14          
 


