
 

Town of Los Altos Hills Community Meeting 
Council Chambers, 26379 Fremont Blvd, Los Altos Hills 

Meeting Summary 

December 2, 2014 
Staff in attendance:  Dan Collen, RDA Deputy Director  

Dawn Cameron, RDA County Transportation Planner 
Masoud Akbarzadeh, RDA County Traffic Engineer 
Eileen Goodwin, Apex Strategies 
Aruna Bodduna, AECOM Transportation Planner 
Janice Spuller, RDA Transportation Planner 
Ivana Yeung, RDA Transportation Planner 
Adam Dankberg, KHA 
Zach Miller, KHA 
 

Elected Officials in 
attendance: 

Rich Larsen, Council Member 

City staff in attendance: Carl Cahill, City Manager, Town of Los Altos Hills 
Richard Chiu, City Engineer/Public Works Director, Town of Los Altos Hills 
 

 

I. Welcome and Presentation 

Eileen Goodwin started the meeting. She noted this 
meeting is the same as the meeting held on 
November 19 in Palo Alto.  The meeting will feature 
Page Mill-Oregon Expressway, Page Mill/I-280, and 
Foothill Expressway. Eileen introduced County staff, 
City staff, and Rich Larsen, Town of Los Altos Hills 
Council Member and Expressway Plan 2040 Policy 
Advisory Board member.  

There were 24 community members in the audience. 
Eileen polled the audience for demographic 
information:   

Who are the audience members? 

Los Altos Hills Residents 70% 
Stanford Residents 25% 
Palo Alto Residents 1% 
Los Altos Residents 1% 
Sunnyvale Residents 1% 

 

 

How many members of the audience attended the November 19th meeting in Palo Alto?   33% 



 

 

How did the audience hear about the meeting? 

Direct email 30% 
Email from the City/Town? 30% 
Email Other groups 50% 

[Stanford Homeowners, 
Neighborhood groups] 

 

 

 

Eileen introduced Dawn Cameron, 
Project Manager. Dawn reviewed a 
PowerPoint presentation including a 
brief background, concept plans 
specifically for Foothill Expressway, 
Page Mill-Oregon Expressway, and a 
special study for the Page-
Mill/Interstate 280 area. Dawn noted 
that the Project Team also visited the 
Town of Los Altos Hills and City of Palo 
Alto Council meetings.   

 

The following questions were asked during the presentation: 

Question Comment/Answer 
Was there any consideration to upgrading an 
Expressway to a freeway? 

Yes, Lawrence Expressway has a proposed plan to 
become freeway-like by removing the traffic signals 
between I-280 and I-101 to meet the traffic demand 

How is the growth in travel demand on the 
expressways determined? 

A traffic model is used.  The model takes into 
account land use plans for Santa Clara County and 
adjacent counties, such as San Mateo. 

When is the earliest point: 1, 3, or 5 years that 
construction can begin? 

When funding is available.  The proposed 2016 
ballot measure for transportation purposes may be 
an opportunity to fund expressway improvements.  
Once funding is secured, it could take up to 5 to 10 
years to design and construct a project depending 
on the complexity and size of the project. 

What happened with the Caltrans proposal for 
the I-280 interchange and how do the 
concepts shown tonight differ? 

Caltrans has placed their project study on hold due 
to community concerns and to await the results of 
the Page Mill Corridor Study.  The Corridor Study’s 
proposed interchange improvement (whatever it 



 

Question Comment/Answer 
may be) may still be eligible for Caltrans funding if it 
addresses safety and ramp spillback issues. 

Thank you for taking the leadership on the 
study. This is something the community wants 
to happen.  Were those that use the 
additional parking on Coyote Hill Rd to walk 
“The Dish” considered in the traffic analysis? 
What about the vehicular access from Coyote 
Hill Road to Page Mill Road? 

County staff reviewed the traffic study conducted 
for the Stanford trail project with the proposed 
Coyote Hill parking and concurred with its findings.  
Pedestrians who use the S-1 trail and cross Page Mill 
at the Foothill-JSB intersection will not impact the 
peak hour Page Mill traffic – the green time for 
Foothill/JSB through traffic is long enough to serve 
pedestrians crossing at the same time.   
When Page Mill is widened to six lanes, the Coyote 
Hill intersection be either be signalized or the 
median closed (right-in/right-out only) regardless of 
the parking on Coyote Hill.  

How do you eliminate the bottleneck at 
Arastradero? What happens downstream, if 
you widen Page Mill to 6 lanes, like at 
Hanson? Is there secondary access demand? 

Our traffic analysis indicated that the widening 
project will not create a downstream bottleneck.  
Volumes lessen on Page Mill east of Foothill as 
vehicles turn into driveways and cross-streets.  Staff 
suggested talking to our signal timing expert as part 
of the Open House for more information about 
managing the traffic flow.  

Will the presentation be posted? Yes, presentations, video simulations, and 
summaries will be posted on the project website. 

Is there access by outsiders to use the traffic 
model? 

The traffic demand model is proprietary to the VTA. 
The simulations uses a commercially available 
software system.  

 

Dawn provided clarification on the Page 
Mill-Oregon Expressway Fact Sheet, noting 
that it was prepared over a year ago 
before a decision was made to conduct a 
more in-depth study for the Page Mill 
Corridor.  The Corridor Study includes the 
following three concepts for the Page 
Mill/I-280 interchange:  1) Caltrans 
signalization concept with enhancements; 
2) realignment of ramps; and 3) a 
roundabout option.  The study will also 
propose some improvements for the Park 
& Ride Lot once a proposed interchange 
modification concept is selected.  

 

  



 

Dawn directed the audience to the five stations that make up the room. 

1) Expressway System Maps 
2) Improvement concepts for Foothill Expressway 
3) Improvement concepts for Page Mill-Oregon expressway with more detailed concepts for Palo 

Alto 
4) Video simulations for Page Mill/I-280 
5) Bicycle/Pedestrian Displays 

Dawn directed the audience to review the stations and if they have comments to write them on a post it 
note and place them on the flip-chart paper adjacent to the station. . 

The audience broke into the open house format. 

II. Open House Format  

See the compilation of comments for Foothill Expressway, Page Mill-Oregon Expressway, and Page 
Mill/I-280 Study received at the following meetings: 

• November 17, 2014, SAP, Building 4 Loft, 2nd Floor, 3450 Hillview Avenue, Palo Alto 
• November 19, 2014, Terman Middle School, 655 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto 
• December 2, 2014, Los Altos Hills Community Center, 26379 Fremont Blvd, Los Altos Hills 
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