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1. UNDERTAKING DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 
District County Route Post Miles Unit E-FIS Project Number Phase 
       

District County 
Federal Project. Number. 
(Prefix, Agency Code, Project No.) Location 

04 SC BRLO-5937(124) Uvas Road at Little Uvas Creek Bridge 
Replacement, Bridge 37C-0095 (New Bridge37C-
0601) 

For Local Assistance projects off the highway system, use headers in italics
Project Description: 

Existing Conditions 
     The existing bridge is located on Uvas Road at Little Uvas Creek in a rural, unincorporated 
area of Santa Clara County approximately four miles west of Morgan Hill and approximately 
200 feet north of the Uvas Road/Little Uvas Road intersection (Maps 1 and 2).  The existing 
bridge was constructed in 1928 and is a narrow structure that is approximately 24 feet in total 
width and 53 feet in length.  The bridge, which has two, narrow (10-foot) traffic lanes, is 
functionally obsolete and does not meet current design standards and traffic demands.  The 
bridge is also an impediment to flood flows in Little Uvas Creek for both the 50-year and 100-
year storms. 

     In addition, the existing curvature of Uvas Road on the bridge approaches does not comply 
with current highway design standards for the desired 55 mph design speed.  Specifically, the 
existing horizontal curve north of the bridge has a radius of approximately 575 feet, and the 
curve south of the bridge has a radius of approximately 420 feet.  This tight “S” curve geometry 
of the existing road creates a reduced line of sight, which has resulted in a history of both severe 
and fatal traffic accidents.  According to the Highway Design Manual, comfortable speeds 
associated with these radii are approximately 35 mph, and less than 20 mph, respectively. 

Proposed Project 
     The purpose of the proposed improvements is to correct existing structural and roadway 
deficiencies at the project site by constructing a replacement bridge and roadway approaches 
that comply with current seismic safety and highway design standards. 

     To achieve its purpose, the project would construct a new bridge over Little Uvas Creek and 
eliminate the non-compliant approach curves on Uvas Road.  This would be accomplished by 
straightening/ realigning Uvas Road to the west of its current alignment for a distance of 
approximately 1,800 feet.  The realignment would begin approximately 300 feet south of the 
Uvas Road/Little Uvas Road intersection and continue to the north.  Given the meander of Little 
Uvas Creek in this area, this realignment would facilitate the construction of a replacement 
bridge approximately 600 feet northwesterly of the existing bridge. 

     The replacement bridge, which would clear-span Little Uvas Creek, would be approximately 
90 feet in length and 43 feet in width.  The bridge would accommodate two 12-foot traffic lanes 
and two 8-foot shoulders.  A barrier/railing with a standard height of 54 inches would be 
installed on each side of the bridge. 

     The realigned portion of Uvas Road would have a minimum cross-section consisting of two 
12-foot traffic lanes and two 4-foot shoulders.  At the approaches to the new bridges, grading 
would consist of approximately 10 feet of cut and up to about 14 feet of fill.  Retaining walls up 
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to 8 feet in height would be required south of the bridge, on the east side of the new roadway, 
for supporting the approach embankment. 

     The realignment of Uvas Road will necessitate modifications to several existing driveways 
and Little Uvas Road at the locations where they connect to Uvas Road. 

Construction Phase 
     The new bridge and road would be constructed while the existing road continues to be used 
for traffic and, therefore, detours would not be necessary.  Demolition of the existing bridge and 
road would occur after the new bridge and road opens to traffic. 

     Bridge supports and retaining walls would be constructed using cast-in-drilled-hole (CIDH) 
concrete piles and spread footings, which would avoid the need for pile driving.  The depth of 
drilling/excavation for the piles would be approximately 20-25 feet. 

     During the summer months Little Uvas Creek is generally dry.  Construction activities will 
be conditioned such that work within the banks of the creek channel – including demolition of 
the existing bridge as well as new roadway embankments, bridge abutments, slope protection 
and retaining walls – will be scheduled during this dry season with the intent of avoiding 
diversion of or bypass pumping of the creek channel during construction. 

Right-of-Way Requirements 
     The project would require some additional right-of-way and/or temporary construction 
easements (TCEs) from three adjacent parcels.  In addition, some land within the existing Uvas 
Road alignment would revert to the adjacent property owner(s) when the roadway realignment 
is completed.  None of the needed right-of-way and/or TCE’s would affect existing buildings on 
the affected parcels. 

 
2. AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS 

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the project was established in consultation with Lauren 
Clementino, PQS Principle Architectural Historian, and Hin P. Kung, Project Manager, on 7 July 
2014. The APE maps are located in Appendix A in this Historic Property Survey Report.  
     The Architectural APE was established as 2,100 linear feet beginning in the south 400 feet 
beyond the intersection of Uvas Road with Little Uvas Road (Map 3, green boundary line). The 
irregular Architectural APE encompasses all of APN 742-29-058 and 067, and 721-30-001 with 
a width ranging from 600 feet southwest/northeast to 2,100 feet. 
     The Archaeological APE consists of 2,050 linear feet beginning in the south 400 feet beyond 
the intersection of Uvas Road with Little Uvas Road (Map 3, blue boundary line).  As the project 
footprint continues to the northwest, it has an irregular boundary shape that at its greatest is 300 
feet wide and tapers to approximately 65 feet wide at its northwestern terminus.  The vertical 
APE varies depending on proposed improvements to specific locations.  The deepest impacts are 
planned for the new bridge location where one side of the creek will have 10 feet of soil graded 
away, then bridge supports will be constructed that extend an additional 20 to 25 feet deep. 
Beyond the new bridge area, two 5 by 5 foot culvert boxes are planned with one placed 14 feet 
deep. The remaining impacts vary from surficial to 7.5 feet deep. 
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3. CONSULTING PARTIES / PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
_X Native American Tribes, Groups and Individuals  

 
• On 14 July 2014, Holman & Associates contacted eleven individuals/groups by email 

requesting any information about cultural resources in the vicinity or concerns about 
this particular project (Appendix A).  Two responded immediately with the others 
recontacted on 28 July 2014.  None of these individuals identified any known Native 
American resources within or near the Project APE.  Three requested Native American 
monitoring either with or without a qualified archaeologist based on general concerns, 
whereas two others believe that the survey results conducted by Holman & Associates 
was sufficient unless archaeological deposits were identified during earth moving 
activities.  In the event subsurface cultural deposits are encountered, they 
recommended immediate consultation with a qualified archaeologist and Native 
American monitors. 

_X Native American Heritage Commission  
 • On 23 June 2014, Holman & Associates contacted the Native American Heritage 

Commission to request a review of the Sacred Land Files for any evidence of cultural 
resources or traditional properties of potential concern to Native Americans within or 
adjacent to the Archaeological APE (Appendix A).  The Commission responded on 11 
July 2014 that a review of their Sacred Land Files did not identify any Native 
American cultural resources in the immediate vicinity of the project area and included 
a contact list of 11 Native American individuals/organizations who may know of 
cultural resources in this area or have specific concerns about the project. 

4. SUMMARY OF IDENTIFICATION EFFORTS 
 

_X California Office of Historic Preservation’s 
Historic Property Data File 

_X California Historical Resources Information 
System (CHRIS) 

_X Caltrans Historic Highway Bridge Inventory _X California Inventory of Historic Resources 
_X Other Sources consulted:  

      The Architecture APE includes one 1974 Ranch House Style residence at 17775 
Uvas Road (APN 742-29-058) and a complex of ranch buildings at 18455 Uvas Road 
(APN 742-29-067). Architectural historian Ward Hill surveyed the buildings in the 
APE on October 9, 2014. 
     During the architectural field survey, Mr. Hill met with Bob Ross, the owner of the 
ranch complex at 18455 Uvas Road.  The ranch complex at 18455 Uvas Road includes 
five buildings: the main house, a small house, a chicken coop, garage and metal barn.  
Mr. Ross’s father, Hugh Ross, extensively remodeled the existing buildings after he 
purchased the property in 1983. The metal barn and the garage date from the late 
1980s. A small house near the barn was a shed significantly expanded and remodeled 
as a residence in 1994.  Little if anything is visible today of the original building. The 
assessor records indicate a construction date of 1950 for the main house. The roof form 
and porch of the original eastern section suggests it may pre-date 1950, possibly a 
Bungalow Style house dating from the mid-1920s. The house may have remodeled first 
in 1950. In 1985-86, the house was totally rebuilt and enlarged by Hugh Ross, thus it is 
now essentially a much larger modern house. The house appears to be almost two and a 
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half times larger than the original house (about 1,000 square feet). Several windows, 
some of the cross-gable roof and the entrance porch are the only features that appear to 
survive of the original house. 

_X Results:  
 • On 26 June 2014, a records search was conducted by Holman & Associates’ Leigh 

Jordan at the Northwest Information Center of the California Historical Resources 
Information System (NWIC), an adjunct to Sonoma State University located in 
Rohnert Park (File No. 13-1983).  All recorded cultural resource records and 
investigation reports in or within a .5-mile radius of the project area were reviewed.  
The records search did not identify any known cultural resources within the Project 
APE or any potential resources on historic-era maps. No resources were listed in 
any federal, state, or local inventories other than the bridge within Caltrans's Local 
Bridge Inventory. The Project APE had not been previously studied for cultural 
resources other than the Caltrans study previously mentioned. 

5. PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED 
_X Ward Hill, who meets the Professionally Qualified Staff Standards in Section 106 

Programmatic Agreement Attachment 1 as a(n) qualifies as a Principal Architectural Historian 
(PAH), has determined that the only/only other properties present within the APE meet the 
criteria for Section 106 Programmatic Agreement Attachment 4 (Properties Exempt from 
Evaluation).  
• Both properties in the APE - 17775 Uvas Road (APN 742-29-058) and 18455 
Uvas Road (APN 742-29-067) – are exempt from further evaluation under Attachment 
4 of the PA. The house 17775 Uvas Road is exempt from further evaluation as Property 
Type 4 under Attachment 4 of the PA.  This 1974 house has not achieved “exceptional 
significance” in accordance with National Register Bulletin 22.   
     Since the main house and the small house at 18455 Uvas Road have been 
extensively altered, thus essentially now modern houses, they do not warrant further 
evaluation (Property Type 3 under the PA, i.e. buildings that now appear to be 30 years 
old or less). The other three buildings at 18455 Uvas Road (the barn, chicken coop and 
the garage) are exempt from further evaluation as Property Type 4 under Attachment 4 
of the PA.  These buildings have not achieved “exceptional significance” in accordance 
with National Register Bulletin 22. 

_X Bridges listed as Category 5 in the Caltrans Historic Highway Bridge Inventory are present within 
the APE. Appropriate pages from the Caltrans Historic Bridge Inventory are attached. 

 • See Appendix B, Caltrans Bridge Inventory Report for  37C0095 
6. HPSR to District File 

_X Caltrans, in accordance with Section 106 Programmatic Agreement Stipulation VIII, has 
determined that there are no cultural resources present in the APE and/or there are properties 
within the APE that are exempt from evaluation; see Section 5. 

7. HPSR to SHPO 

_X Not applicable. 

8. HPSR to CSO 
_X Not applicable. 
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