
 
 

October 2014- January 2015 Community Outreach Meetings Phase 2 
Foothill Expressway Comments 

 
From October 2014 to January 2015, community outreach meetings were held throughout Santa Clara 
County to provide planning updates for the Expressway Plan 2040.  Each meeting featured the 
expressway(s) located within the host city.  The following community meetings were held to share 
updates on Foothill Expressways; 

Expressway received at the following meetings: 

• November 17, 2014, SAP, Building 4 Loft, 2nd Floor, 3450 Hillview Avenue, Palo Alto 
• November 17, 2014, Cupertino Community Hall, 10350 Torre Avenue, Cupertino 
• November 19, 2014, Terman Middle School, 655 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto 
• December 2, 2014, Los Altos Hills Community Center, 26379 Fremont Blvd, Los Altos Hills 

The following comments are a compilation of post-it notes and comment cards related to Foothill 
Expressway collected from these meetings. 

Foothill/El Monte 

1. El Monte from Hawthorne to Foothill: Increase time for left turn onto Foothill 
2. At El Monte/Foothill: Move ped crossing N. on foothill at W. corner so peds can see 

around the sound wall. 
3. 1. Square up the Foothill / S. El Monte corner (turning rt. From Foothill Expressway to S. 

El Monte Ave. toward 280) 2. Or at least putting speed bump to slow down the cars 
merging onto S. El Monte so bikes, pedestrians can safely cross. Residents of that block 
safely pull in and out of their driveways. 

4. Drawing shows El Monte and Foothill, with a tunnel: If County can dig down the left turn 
from El Monte to Foothill for one lane. The traffic jam is resolved. 

5. Longer green cycle for cars going south on El Monte to increase through put per cycle, 
time change is easier and cheaper than some other actions. 

6. Please put 2 lanes on El Monte across Foothill BACK! It was terrible idea to narrow- Yes, 
please! 

7. I’m concerned about being able to ride my bike safely with a third travel lane. It’s hard 
to NB @ SA and SB @ El Monte now. With 3rd lane I fear cars will go even faster. 
Through bikes here have a difficult transition out of the bike lane with no bike lane left 
of the Free right turn lane. N.B on Foothill @ San Antonio 

8. Green bike lane there conflict areas at the Foothill/San Antonio merge – Foothill/El 
Monte.  

9. 2 Notes one showing a map. Amy Pearl drew.  I have to access 280 by turning right/west 
(?) on El Monte Ave. from Giffen Road. I have to turn onto the “straight” lane on El 
Monte, to access 280 (vs the right lane, which is right turn onto Foothill only. Very often 
the straight lane is backed up to the intersection. I often have to wait through a full light 
cycle to safely access that lane. But cars behind me may wait to access the right turn 
lane. My having to wait holds them up unnecessarily. Could we get a cut out on Giffen? 
(She drew another map regarding these comments) 
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10. Foothill/ El Monte 4 –B lanes.  Please consider sound wall upgrade to mitigate noise 

increase. I live right on Foothill/El Monte SW corned on Lincoln.  
11. It seems that having only one right turn lane and/or San Antonio limits the usefulness 

the of the third lane- all the San Antonio bound traffic will favor the right lane and right 
most left turn signal(not sure of this word)  NE bound El Monte. Not sure how to safely 
accommodate bikes with double right run, though- and that is important. 

12. Big proponent of 2 lanes through. 
13. El Monte Ave Intersection Improvements 

 

Foothill/San Antonio 

1. Foothill NB @ San Antonio: conflict between cars taking right turn to San Antonio if 
bicyclist is going straight on Foothill 

 

Loyola Bridge 

1 We want cameras (PTZ?) 
2 The bike lanes on bridge are nice idea, but they don’t extend to street. Specifically, NB 

from bridge to A Street, the bike lane vanishes and bikes will have to merge with care in 
middle of intersection. 

3 We like the LC on bridge. 
4 Neighbors do not want more traffic signals added to Loyola Bridge – non on West Side. 

 

Foothill/Arastradero 

1. Potential conflict on roundabout from NB ramp to Arastradero. This will be a problem 
for Terman bike commuters from Los Altos Hills. 

2. How do we provide a place on the roundabout for the less skilled/confident bicyclist?  
How do we convince parents that this is safe for their kids? Where’s the safe place on 
the street for Gunn & Terman bike commuters? 

3. Please carefully incorporate all bike movements & routes- both Arastradero & Foothill 
are major bike boulevards 

4. Provide adequate capacity for right turn lane (Foothill/Arastradero) 
5. Remember Arastradero is one auto lane per direction on both sides 
6. Foothill & Arastradero ok as long as this doesn’t increase traffic on Arastradero at all 
7. Are there any plans to slow down traffic between Edith St. and Arastradero on Foothill 

Expressway? The noise pollution due to speeding (people drive 60-70 miles/hour) is 
horrible and cars arrive at the intersection with Arastradero (along Miranda-Alta Mesa’s 
side) at high speeds. Are there any plans for sound walls due to the increase of noise 
pollution along that same section (from Edith St to Arastradero along Miranda Ave)? 
 



 
 

October 2014- January 2015 Community Outreach Meetings Phase 2 
Foothill Expressway Comments 

 
Foothill/280 

1. Thank you for cleaning up the Foothill Expressway & 280 Intersections.  
2. New traffic signal to go in at Foothill Blvd at @280 southbound off-ramp is a really good 

idea. Also thank you for fixing the nb off-ramp off of 280 to westbound Foothill 
Expressway by shopping center is a great idea currently is hard to see people on curb by 
shopping center and hard to see bicyclists. 

 

Bicycle/ Ped 

1. Squaring corner on North East bounds w. Edith will cause more back up auto 
congestion. 

2. Examine need for sidewalk along Foothill between Old Oak and Arastradero. Not sure 
there is justification for sidewalk along this section. 

3. Northbound Foothill free right turn lane to Main. Increase Foothill right turn lane 200 
feet more to allow cars to slow down.  Southbound Foothill free right turn lane to El 
Monte. Increase right turn lane to San Antonio to slow down cars. Relocate Sound Walls 
ped. Pass-thru 30 ft. south along El Monte, keep ped crosswalk at existing location. Jim 
Wing-Milverton Rd. Los Altos 

4. NB Foothill free rt. To Main. Rt. Turn lane to sort to slow down – need 200 ft. extra 200 
ft. more.  SB FH Free rt. To El Monte. 

5. Save money, no sound walls between Old Dale/Arastradero. 
6. Keep Arastradero rural and make bikes go on established bike lanes 

[foothill/Arastradero] 
 

General 

1. Sequencing is important: improvement Page Mill and Foothill before Improving Page 
Mill & 280 

2. Get cars thru lights before merging into fewer lanes- do not back up before single lane 
bottlenecks. 

3. Foothill SB @ 280 Ramp- bad visibility for bikes that go on Foothill 
4. Need “soundwall” from Palo Alto City line to Alta Mesa Cemetery, northbound side. 
5. Concern about noise and pollution increasing along Page Mill Road. [PM between 

Foothill & ECR] 
 
**multiple expressway comments 
 

 

 



Foothill Expressway 2040 feedback 
May 6, 2014 
 
I bicycle on Foothill Expressway many weekday mornings and every weekday evening, from 
Arastradero to Homestead, and back.  This is a “reverse” commute, and of course bike lane 
traffic is never delayed by other traffic.  I’ve been riding this commute about 8 years. 
 
Most of Foothill is very easy to ride on.  The emergency lane is wider than most bike lanes, and 
there is plenty of room to be comfortable.  The traffic speed seems lower than other 
expressways.  The improvement to widen the shoulder at the Loyola Corners underpass made 
that section much more comfortable. 
 
There are a few places along Foothill which are more stressful, and could be improved. 
 

Right turn off ramp at San Antonio has no road space for bicycles 
The section from El Monte to San Antonio is the most stressful part of my ride.  There is a bike 
lane, but in order to continue down the expressway a cyclist must ride in the through traffic 
space, either on the left side of the right turn lane, or the right side of the left turn lane.  In either 
case the lanes are not particularly wide.  There is not enough room to comfortably ride next to an 
automobile in the same lane.  I find myself riding as quickly as I can on the left edge of the right 
turn, and watching out for cars that will pass me on the left and cut in front to use the exit lane at 
the last minute.  At the stoplight with San Antonio there is no explicit bike space. 
 
It would be better if the road were widened to make space for a right turning car, a through 
bicyclist, and a through car to all fit on the road approaching San Antonio.  There could be an 
explicit bike lane extending back from the intersection, or just a widened right turn lane so that 
right turning traffic could fit to the right of a through bicyclist.   
 
On NB Foothill just North of Magdelena, at the Rancho shopping center there is a similar right 
turn lane, but there the right turn lane is much wider, and a through bicyclist can remain outside 
the main traffic lane, and not block right turning traffic. 
 
The same situation should be considered at other places where there is an extended right off 
ramp from the expressway, such as the proposed extended lane SB towards El Monte, and the 
onramp to NB 280 from NB foothill.  It would be less stressful to widen the space so that a 
bicyclist could be not be blocking faster onramp or through traffic. 
 

Foothill exit lane to Arastradero is too narrow. 
I find the exit lane from NB Foothill to at Arastradero Road is narrow and uncomfortable if a car is 
passing me as I use the exit lane.  I think it is only 14 or 15 feet wide, but there is an unrideable 
shoulder, and there is often vegetation encroaching as well.  I think the county should make 
offramps wide enough for at least a minimum 5 foot bike lane plus the auto traffic lane.   



On ramp at Loyola Corners has poor sight lines 
In the first few months of riding on Foothill, I was surprised when a car I thought would wait for 
me to cross buzzed past my at the SB on ramp at Loyola Corners.  The visibility is difficult there, 
and onramp cars tend to be speeding up to merge onto the expressway.  Since that experience 
I yield to the oncoming cars every time, even though I may have the right of way.  Any 
improvement that would enhance the visibility or perception of through bicyclists to onramp 
automobiles would be appreciated. 

Thanks for your work to improve the county expressways. 

 



From: Cameron, Dawn
To: Akbarzadeh, Masoud; Spuller, Janice
Cc: Collen, Dan
Subject: FW: Foothill Expressway at Magdalena intersection
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 2:48:15 PM

FYI
Dawn
408-573-2465

From: ] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 2:22 PM
To: RDA - Dist List - ExpresswayPlan2040
Subject: Foothill Expressway at Magdalena intersection
I cannot attend tonight's meeting at the Hillview Community Center but want to share my concern over
 pedestrian and bicycle safety for the Magdalena section of Foothill Expressway.
Many elementary, middle school and high school aged children cross Foothill Expressway at the
 Magdalena intersection to get to/from school. I have 2 children who attend Loyola Elementary School.
 We walk or bike to school each day yet the intersection is so dangerous that I do not allow my children to
 commute to school on their own. There have been a multitude of accidents and near misses over the
 years. The latest accident occurred last week, when a child returning from school was hit in the Foothill
 crosswalk by a car.
I urge the planning for the expressway to take into account the safe crossing of bicyclists and
 pedestrians-- especially during school hours:
- Intersections should not allow turns on red on to Foothill Expressway: drivers often only pay attention to
 cars coming on Foothill and don't pay attention to pedestrians in the crosswalks
- Foothill Expressway offramps should also have red lights: for example at the Magdalena crossing, the
 offramp does not have a red light so although pedestrians have a green light to cross the street, there
 are speeding cars at the offramp
- Provide safe areas for pedestrians as they wait for the green light
- And more
Thanks in advance for your consideration.

Los Altos, CA
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From: Cameron, Dawn
To: Spuller, Janice
Subject: FW: Sound Wall Plans for Foothill Expressway
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 3:46:35 PM

Dawn
408-573-2465

From:  [ ] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 2:40 PM
To: RDA - Dist List - ExpresswayPlan2040
Cc: Debbie Dang
Subject: Sound Wall Plans for Foothill Expressway

Hi,

I am a home owner in Los Altos whose property backs up to Foothill Expressway but I am
 unable to attend tonight's meeting. I have noticed in the proposal documents for the
 Expressway plan that there are funds set aside for sound wall construction. Can I please have
 an update on the plans for sound wall construction along Foothill Expressway?

Thanks,
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From:
To: ExpresswayPlan2040@CountyRoads.org
Subject: Recommendation for Foothill Expressway.
Date: Monday, May 05, 2014 11:49:33 AM

It would be very nice if the West-bound lane of el Monte Road (between Cuesta and Foothill) were opened 
up again to have two lanes of traffic going straight through the intersection, instead of the right hand lane 
being forced to turn right onto foothill. This road used to be this way and was changed a few years ago. The 
back up onto el Monte heading West every evening is a major waste of time, not to mention increased 
pollution in the area resulting from idling cars sitting for >10 minutes waiting to get through this 
intersection.

It would also be nice to be able to make a left hand turn onto San Antonio from the South–bound lane of 
Foothill Expressway. This avoids having to use el Monte or main street.

Thanks,

Los Altos Hills resident
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